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Being some fragments fram the letters on controversial subjects receiwed from YCU {I hope)
by Douglas Webster, "Idlewild", Fountainhall Road, Aberdeen; per the courtesy of JMR,
L S ¥ 0% X X % X x % & x & % % % % *x % ¥ % k k R o -
T had thought of saying some nicely chosen werds here, about the snow and fan life
in general, and the letters which have been arriving from the UK, and the leiters end meg-
azines waich have not been arriving from the USA, and that useful game, rugby, which heas
sI1lowed me to stay at home for three weeks on end, and so on; but it would all fake up teo
much space, anld one much better gualified to hold your attention ig---
MAURICE X, HANSON, who says: "I can't say that I sympathise with Johnny B's denunciation
of the Britieh people, I was once as indignant as he that the common herd ehould Te
interested in beer & football to the exclusion of most other things, No doubt it wowld te
betber if they paid.more attention to sociology % culture dbut after eighteen menths of
Xnesking ebout i a fantastic veriety of situations with the British male I can't seriously
‘gqu’b]c etout him as a person. A few of my associates I positively detest, *tro malority =
find tolerable in reasonable doses, & a few I like a lot. From what I see of him “n the
sereen & in the fan-megs I've no reason to believe I should appreeiate the Americen bunch
any more, ner from personal experience do T think eppreciably higher of ths French variety.
Bevaond that I have no personal experience & can mske no practical ocomments ~ but does
cokimy think that French, German, American or Japanese politicians are any mors mivoare &
rerutable than cur own /He does not! Here I definitely side with him againat DR - we
holéd that politicians as a whole do not work for peace, security and friemdship, & T <think
taat though they are doubtless only human, they might do a much better job ther thev olweys
heve done, by showing some desire for co-cperation./, does he think that Americe ig eny
more broad-minded than this country when it passes the Eightoenth Amendment; turns up its
nose at Bertrand Russell & shudders at the sound of the word "Radicel", & does he know that
if the Germans have produced Goethe, Nietzsche, Beethoven etsc. we hawe produced Elgar,
Purcell, Locke, Hume, Shakespeare, Stuart Mills, Newton, Turner, Keats, Swift.. e (and
Stapledon! )" . « o Which 1s most reasonable & most reasonably stated, Howevor, I
think that (es is ineviteble when I quote only parts of letters), you have misunderstood
one or two of JFB's points - Smith managed to misumnderstend most of them, so I've chosen to
miss out his remarks, I wrote Johmny along these linest result==--
JFBurko: "Agree complotely with your vicws on British people. Thoy are not rogues; I
some¥imes wonder if I don't prefer rogues to fools - at least the rogus s know what they're
doing, and most of them exe working in accordance with an obscore but sinocre morsl code of
their own, It is the tendenoy to "go with the orowd" that has produced the %ype of uncon-
structive, lazy mind that is now associated with the British, Weo have had gres® men, and
there is no reason why we shouldn't have more, but so long as the people arc so apetholic
and so antagonistic to enything that may shake them out of their epathy (and even in fight-
¢ ‘g & war, however strenuously, they seem apatheﬁ.c) we aren't likely to soe very.mach of
reiue coming out of these islands, It imn't really antsgonigm, sinoe antagonism is a
nositive fecling, and people who arc only half-awake can't be positive about anyihing
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e exoopt thet they don't feel like gotting wp.™ . . . Another point which was perhsps not

made cleer is that the Burke does not belittle English mon of science & the arts as compax—
cd with the Genmen samples, but considers the Gemmsns, having produced the latter, are net
simply 2 race of barbarisns, Which they arem't,

J, MICHAEL, ROSENBIIM (subtitled, British fens look the other way = this is for Amoxdicen
cyes;: "How sbout you slipping a couple of lines in the next G,A, asking Americem Fan
cditers if they would be so good as to send you a copy of their mag - either divect o you
or with mime (& I'11 send it on)., At a guess, Bob Tucker, F,J.Ackerman & ¥.Manning wiil
be most Tikely to oblige." Well, US editors, what about it? You roocive Tha G A, ; & ¥
you siipped another copy of your magazine into JMR's envelope it wouldn't oost you axtre
postage; if also you included o short note sometime, I'd be glad to do you =ny favoer I
cap, I temoudor writing a nomber of you last year, asking for temms, & the reascs [
haver't heard from you may bo the smme as the ressom no promegs have been wrriving for 4ho




Iast couple of momths, In which casec I can but weep....and hope,

And now comes the conclusion of ANTON RAGATZY's problem in the firs.
issue. Turn back to the Dec, GuA. = if you still have it aroumd = and see how well
Theory fits the faots, Thercafter -~ why not try disproving it ?

"Pirst step: Ams & legs are quite normal, and are correctly supplied with veins ec -
with valves suitable for their upright position, Therefore---Ams & lggs must be vei-
Second step: Head, neck & shoulders are also sulted to vertical position, as, althou::
veins contain no valves, the blood flows downvards.,  Third step: The portal system, = -
spinal cord & other internal veins are not supplied with valves, & arc not suitable (ec -
best advantage) for the vertical position, Therefore~=-=These veins mus’ =~ OHlaced ei’h.
in an upsidc down position (which is obviously impractioal), or horizontal, The horis
tal position would solve the problem of the lower trumk, while not eut of order with
absence of valves in the veins of the head, neck & shoulders, as the blood within tha.

-~ Just as well flow horizontally as downwards, The limbs will still be verticald, & =
human figure would be in a crouching position, on all fours. This is the only conciv. .
that can be drawn from the facts presented.* * * At first, ome will take this statems..
Just as a matter of fact, but wait —— here we have a machine, or an instrument, egui.c:
for a natural position of crouching, with no provisions for a vertical, upright posi#ilen.
If I came across an instrument, say a mieroscope, which worked te st in one certain posi'’
and, in all other positions it may be placed in, although it still performed its dutic -
suffered from various camplaints, & it had no provisions for the alleviation of the ~
plaints (although such provisions would not interfere with its intended positior, & .
be quite simple to install), I should come to the conclusion that the maker of the “.s
ment, whoever he was, had intended it for use in the first position — wouldn't youf?

One or two more conclusions which may be drawn from the above, with regard to oomplain-s
the veins, namely Piles, Varicose weins, & others, All thesc are produced by disteonii~i
of the veins, produced by the weight of the colum of blood in tke body!  Also: "...i7.
man stands quite still the blood tends to accunulate in the veins of the legs & he 1s 1i:t
to faint from failure of the supply to his brain,.." (Animal Biology, Haldane & Ruxley, p.
100)* * * You want further proof? All right then, listen to this:~ The position of tis
ribs in a man standing upright is horizontal. The veins between the ribs (intercostal
veins) are not rising, against gravity, when they trawvel from breast bone to spinal
vertebrae, 1f you take my advioe, & place the man on all fours, his ribs will be verticea
the blood will flow up the veins between the ribs, & the veins will need wvalwves, Extrac!
from Dent's Medical Dictionary, p.590:= “...and the intercostal veins ef man, as in.
animals, are well equipped with valves,.." "

Tn the midst of a postcard which contains, besides date & two addresses (his &
mine), no less than 152 words, quoth GEORGE MEDHORST: "Thanks immensely for your huge
letter, which must have left you pretty thoroughly exhausted, Wild disagreement on mumc:
ous points, but that must Be for the future, /Hurrah! It's coming, gentlemen, it's comi g
~— woit for it!7 v...my first & last fan-mag, a gentle little sheet called 'The Snag', wa
production is endent on two circumstances: (a) whether Michacl will duplicate it,

(b) whether Michael can duplicate it. If it does appear, that Youd will probably burst, g
Other people infuriated and/or mortally wounded should inciude Johnny, Michael, yourself

& The Smith, Quite a good bag, what? . +» . London's a filthy mes?.( View from our
window alone is heart-bresking," Boycott the Snag - an awful ragi (JFB collapses, foamin(
st the mnuth.) And w}')y.' here is again '-ﬁ%m BURKE produces out cf
his hat one of these analyses I like to see, comparing twe of the arts, Tt wasn't meant
for the GuA. at all, but who cares ? —— "It occurs to me that Dave's pel Sibelius could.
take some lessons fram TSEliot. What I meen is that he should appreclate tie value of
tradition, snd reslise that progress can only be made with the backing of a good knowledg:
of what has gone before., Eliot, as a poet, has made startling experiments, but never
loses his dignity; most of his imitators produce noth:‘mg but wmmsical nonsense, belng -
able to appreciate that mere newness is not worth achieving on i:bs own, Sibelius as a
musicien is in the same position = he is txrying so hard to be "different" that he is
1Tlogloal snd rather wulger, I hope that future generations will be sble to appreciate
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his flashiness (for that's all it is) at its tiue worth, You oan't drag the material
for experiment out of thin air and hope to constiuet something solid and reasonable.
Yodgrn poetiy is stabilising because the younger poots arc realising that they must
undcrstand their place in a progressime scheme, but thoro are still many modern musicions
who think that morc production of unusual noises is Justifiadle for the sake of novelty,"

+ » o« Porhaps any Sibelius-addiot, namcd or wmnamed, would sarc to contost this, of
coursc, whcthor or not It is truc in the casc of Sibelius is of little consequence - it's
when you consicor the thider sigaificance that you sce its truth,

And now the Burkish arch-onomy, DaRe SHTTH (but you should have seen the things

he says about J¥B & intcllcotuals!  Very hod. I suppross Tam. ): "I uscd to have a
feeling that there might be something im the spiritualist movement until T road "The Read
to Endor", which was very destructive to my credibility on the subjeot, éﬁalc.‘ I can'st
resist pointing out, Smith, that whether eredulous or incredulous, you are gquite incred-
ible./ In case you have not read it, the theme is the efforts of two British offiscers to
oscepe from a Turkish prison camp during the last war, their plot depending on convincing
the carp commandant that one of them was a medium guided by & spirit to knewledge of some
treasure burled in the vieinity, They had a1l sorts of scances with culja boards & with
tranccs, convineing evervone in the camp that they were the gonuine artiole by supplying
fellow~officers with communications from the dear doparted & with telepathio mossages
from persons far away, end for a sido-line did a "mind-reading" act for a concert — "Fhat
is this that I have in my hand, cone tell me quickly if you ploasc?" as Arthur Askey and
his friend parodied it, When they started they were absolute novices, but they did
renarkably well at it, & now I dubt gravely most of the more obvious "spirit messages®,
Fie, sir - one thing you fornmet, that you are dealingz with mathematios~student RGedhurst
& not a Turkish ammy officer, I hope I'm not doing an irnjustioe tc "The R, to 34 "(which
I haven't read); but after all, RGI was Just ziving us the faots of an investigation he
was conducting, as scientifically as is psssidle for an amateur, & his conclusions were
franit 2 henest enough, .
QaSIOUD: M. 4, one excellent picoe of advieei= nover teke DRSmith seriously, I am
speochiless with admiratisn at the tactics he has adopted against the pacifist element,
Wever will I call myself subtle again!®

The Sage of Imeaton "Corporal Christopher Samuel Youd
The Thyme of Warviclkishire 811 choruass Hay well - and does = feel proud,
The liidland Herb A pacifist ho ? 4h no,

Mens sana in corpors sans,
How worle out whethor that's a oracl: at Youd's militarisn or your paoifiam!" Aimmn! Vvhet
say, Sam, wo'll got togothor % say something really nasty sbout DR3Z/
Protesting unhappily that "I see you. ave trying to drag me into soms sort of low argument
on swing, I refuse to narticipate - all my days of controversy are past', DAVE MOTIWAIN
enters the arena, I con hardiy do him Justice in such a small space, but extraots
followt: "The most painful error your, S~h~of-D=T i5 the statement 'lenst of all does Jazz
have technical brilliance', He /She/, of course, is talldng of jazz, & I ef swing, end
I say without hesitation that the technical standard of gwing musiciana is without a
doubt higher, on the average, than that of symf, musiociens., One has only to listen tec a
Basie or a Goodman recording to realise this, Symphony trumpet playing is on the whele
rather poor, 2 does not even equal the lowly stand ard of the danoo=band exponents, But
the swing musicians arec masters of their own respeotive instmments, & ocan usually impro-
vise or extemporise in a manner that leaves the syml’, men standing, after &ll, any
fairly competent nusician can »lay a piece of Bach or Beethoven on his instrument if he
practises enough, but not everyone can improvise. a satisfactory chorus of the "Pagan Iove
Seng" at 80 bars s minute and “eon in tempo & key, /_Eﬁw.t's nothing - anyono can kiok a
man vhea he's down, but not everyone can formive an injuzyj No, lr S-i=of~D=-P® i3 wrong,
ﬁiiss, I tell you, not Ixr. Bui say, I must tell you about her someday, but not out here
in the open. lost mervelous wench - her hair chan~es co-lour_!7 Swing musicians are
maestros,  But I speak not for the jazz pluggers - Lhev'rc not worth defending, if
they'rc defensible at all, .....The effccts of the ragiine bends of twenty years back
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are already buried & mouldering, but Sibelius uses exactly the same musical palette as
Beethoven, & produces something entirely fresh % exoiting, because he succeeds in using
nls music as a means to an end - self expression, instead of allcwing himself to be side-
Tracked into the mere search for novelty and the musual,‘Zﬁut JFB says...ah, well,.. J
Anxlious friends may have noticed lately that the Hermit of the North has not all
his Privolity of old - deposed, poor fellow, as the northern outpost of eivilisation by
ALY MAODOEAIDtof the I, R.A, (Oh no! Don't misunderstand me - the Inverness Royal Acad-
emy" ), who seys, on being advised to stack his stf. magazines in giles~-~ "Where do you
taink I snouid stile them in packs anyway? In whatever room is left under the bed? or
in She ted with me? or perhaps I could put them in the fireplace behind a firescreen and
piie them up the chimney? ~ plenty room then, ...Another idea, tho' perheps not so good,
has just struck me! ~ There is the possibility of ripping open an end of one's mattress,
& shoving one's s-f in there, taking out the original stuffing as one puts in more ma.gs, "
-« «fans who read Paul Freechafer's asccount of his ‘overflowing' in a copy of VOM last year
will note that while Paularis excels in getting out of hand, he caxmot hold a candle to
the Hemmit of the Highlands when it comes +o ingenuity, Vive 1'Eoosse !
D, WEBSTAR: "I think only twer people ~ Hanson & Suith - gave me a reply this month to the
God Save The King" question, Please co-operate, gentlemen, for I am in*erested, % the
statlstions may be not without wvalue to the simple-minded like myself,"
D, 20Tt "Passing on to Burke again, & you too if you agrees with him, the ignorant me
broposes to sbuse the intelligent You,....I agree that politics are artifiocisl & not in-
herent in man, but they are necessary for the cooperation of men in groups .{f restrain
myself manfully from saying something very saroastic,.,nay, cynioag] s and that is the only
reason why Burke is not picking fleas off himself in a tree % Jabbering to the rest of
the intellootual Banderiog," . . . Ah, sweet slash! Who said English fandom was desd?
Jo ¥, BURKE: "Smith is interesting, and puts, forward a theory that should make Wollheim end
Co, start to froth, I hope coples of the G,A, reach USA, as I should be very intercested
to see what Lowndes can make of this, Medhurst speeles truth, (In his brief interview,
that is)." ., , , Commentsi- I, too, hope the Futurist geng have noted Smith's satire,
& I'd like to have Doc's reactions 1f he's sti1l at liverty, In faot, it seams to me
it's about time the Americens were breaking into G.A., & RWL % others will be most weloame
Re R@M. This was the matter of fans axrguing about books, Well, of the fans who have
Fritton me so far this month (1st. half of Jan.), Tumer, Rosenhlum, Burke (ha!), Hanson,
i tkdhic Macdonald & Smith, Ragatzy, & perhaps others have discussed bocks; Olarke,
Doughty, Youd, Rennison &9, have not (short letters, anywey)e So=-- ., Of oourse,
quarreliing is another metter,.,but not so far removed,
AUTON BAGATZY: "An extract from a book on bsychology - which might interest you with
regard to Smith's monclogue on pacifimm [fst. G Ad s not 2ndJ— '+..this goal, in every
uman individual, is one of superiority... to assert cur individuality, to tower above
others,,, thus arise jealousy, envy, avarice, intolerance, dogmatism, brutality, patronage,
ant. 011 the pamps mnd struttings of one helf of the world, and the complacent saintliness,
adnlring self-pity, arrogant mmility, boastful suffering of the other half,,.' (Troubled
Mind by Roberts)" , ., . M'yess.., A neat sketch; but while agreeing that the humen
tendency is fowards superiority, I've always thought (perhaps because I've wanted to
think it) that it is a superiorlty over »1l thet has gone before, a superiority over
enyirorment and the forces and mysteries of the wniverse, Anyone agree ?
JULIAN 7, PARR: "I'd Iove to see samething like Smith's 'In Defense of Tea=Cup Reading'
in GA «= Just the thing!" This is ny sentiment as well ~ please note, Messrs, Smith,
Clarke, Williems & anyone-elss-who~can~do-that-sort-of-thing, Please == note, -
IB EDITOR: "An important matter this time, Despite the solemn warning of the Baxd, Web-
ster faels that The G A, will hawe to develop s nickname, It may not trouble you peaople,
but I Juast can't go on, every time I write anyone, repeating - Oapd tal-T-tmall~h=e=space=-
capital-G-thump-~A-thup,  Julian Parr suggests GA(2); o debility of the faoulties over-
comes mey & I groan, R@M's 'Gert' is fiendishly logical, but reminds me hideously of
o 'oonedienne' sisters, Ugh!  Suggestions considered, but no rejection-slips issued.®
PS. Late news - very weloome 4-pager from Dorset, ending: "Remember me to all the boys as
you write them, please. Cordially, Ted." Weloame hame, old man!~-full-fledged Gunner!
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